
 We warmly welcome everyone to our Worship Service.  
May God continue to richly bless you. 

Please continue to remember in your prayers 

Brenda Albury, Kathleen Albury, Joseph “Buddy” Bethel, Brenda Bowe, 

Michelle Butler, Alice Cash, Ruth Cash, Kevin Ingraham, Doris Hanna, 

Anne Higgs, Deborah Knowles, Lady Holly Knowles, John Philpott, 

Pamela Russel, Linda Sands, Marion Seymour, Troy Storr, Aaron Sher-

man, Sheran Sweeting, Merriel Thompson, and Linda Pinder. 

Announcement from the Youth Department 

The Ebenezer Methodist Youth Ensemble (EMYE) will continue re-

hearsals on Fridays from 5:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m. Director—Ms. Giavanna 

Knowles. 

The Ebenezer Methodist Church Dance Team and Children Choir are 

back in motion!! 

Children’s Choir rehearsals for ages 6-12 are scheduled for Fridays 5:30 

p.m.—6:30 p.m. Director—Miss Kristi King. 

Dance rehearsals for ages 10 and up scheduled for Fridays 6:45 p.m.—

7:30 p.m. Director Ms. Giavanna Knowles, Assistant Miss Kenisha 

McPhee. 

ALL REHEARSALS WILL BE HELD IN THE SANCTUARY 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

January 19th—January 25th  
go out to Joshua Burrows (19th), Bernadette Miller (20th) Ashward Fer-

guson, Ingia Thompson (21st) Cynthia Rolle (22nd) Erin Jones (22nd)  

Nelson Woodside (23) 
Church Attendance 

January 19th  - 112 

Next Sunday 

Rev. Milton Lightbourne 

 

Naomi Christie Home -  
On the last Sunday of each month, Ebenezer members provide a meal for 
the home residents.  If you are interested in joining the roster, please 
contact Anne Lever at 425-3066.  Bonnie Malone, Jackie Cash and 
Dale Sawyer are kindly providing the meal for Sunday January 
26th, and we are most grateful for this kind donation. 
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Sunday, January 19
th 
2025 

11:00am Worship Service  

The Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church Methodist Church 
Schools and Education Sunday Theme: 
“Children of God, Answering the Call” 

Worship Leader: Rev. Milton Lightbourne 

Speaker: Ms. Angie Gibson 



Order Of Service  
Worship Leader: Rev. Milton Lightbourne 

Speaker: Ms. Angie Gibson 
Welcome & Notices – Rev. Milton Lightbourne  

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader: Come, let us gather in the presence of our Lord, the Great Teach-

er, who cherishes each child in His classroom.  

Congregation: We gather to celebrate Methodist Schools and Educa-

tion Sunday, recognizing the importance of every child in the eyes of 

God.  

Leader: In God’s classroom, all are valued, and His love encompasses 
each student, teacher, and family.  

Congregation: May our worship today be a reflection of gratitude for 
the gift of education and the precious souls entrusted to our care.  

 

Opening Hymn      “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                    #851 

                          

Opening Prayer                                                   Rev. Milton Lightbourne 

Dear Heavenly Father, on this Methodist Schools and Education Sunday, 
we come before you with hearts filled with gratitude. We thank you for 
the gift of education, for the eager minds and open hearts of students, and 
for the dedication of teachers and educators. Bless our time together as 
we reflect on the significance of every child in Your sight. In Jesus' name, 
we pray. Amen  
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Hymn                          “Tell Me The Stories of Jesus”                       #858                        

Welcome and Brief Explanation:                                             Asari Butler 

Today has been set aside as Methodist Church Schools and Education 
Sunday under the theme: “Made for More: Go Ye Therefore”. Our 
mission is to evangelize, disciple, love one another and serve. So di-
recting our youth to become fully devoted disciples of Christ is an in-
tegral part of the curriculum of our Church and Sunday schools. What 
they learn about how to live for Christ now will impact their lives lat-
er. Today we give thanks to God for His blessings and undergirding of  

Give us wisdom, guidance as we learn new and creative ways to 
teach our children Your Word, O Lord. Thank you for guiding our 
steps on Your path. Help us always to recognize every student we 
teach Your Word, as Your precious child. Hear our prayer Lord, to 
effectively teach Your Word to very student that comes into our 
Church halls. 

May you, the Lord of all grace who has called us into eternal glory 
by Jesus Christ, make us holy, strong and filled with peace. May our 
light forever shine brightly because of You, Lord Jesus.   
 

Response: Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer. 

                                                                            
Prayers for Parents                                               Ms. Marilee Rose 

Dear Father, fill our parents and guardians with Your choicest bless-
ings, may their light so shine that men will for ever sing of Your glo-
ry. 

Grant that our parents and guardians may faithfully and constantly 
serve You so that  their children will follow in their footsteps.  

Fill our parents and guardians with Your holy fear, which is the be-
ginning of wisdom, inspire them to impart upon their children their 
joy on earth and their crown of glory in heaven. 

Finally, Lord God, grant that both  our parents and guardians may 
attain old age and enjoy continuous health in mind and body. May 
our parents and guardians always give You thanks Lord Jesus for the 
gift of parenthood. 

Response: Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. Amen.   

Litany For The New Year          Rev. Milton Lightbourne 

Closing Hymn             “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 

Benediction             Rev. Milton Lightbourne  

Gracious God, as we depart from this time of worship, may Your 
blessing rest upon us. May the lessons we have shared and the pray-
ers we have uttered resonate in our hearts throughout the week. 
Thank you for the privilege of education and the joy of nurturing 
young souls. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 

Special thanks to the Division of Worship and Fellowship and the Division of Edu-
cation and Training for the contributions to this Order of Service. 



Let our mission be to evangelize, discipline, love our students and to 
serve You with our whole heart. 

Bless our teachers, leaders and administrators with wisdom, integrity, 
a sense of humour, patience and the physical and mental energy equal 
to their tasks. Bless them with strong support from families, parents, 
teachers and the wider community. 

Give the School Administrators insights into their teachers, unique 
gifts, strength and abilities so that they may use each teacher in ways 
that contribute greatly to the common good. 

Lord, we ask that You protect the health of the teachers, leaders and 
administrators in our Church School and Sunday Schools. Guard and 
protect the health of their families, so that they may remain healthy. 
We ask Lord that You meet the needs of the teachers, administrators, 
leaders, Church schools and the Sunday Schools according to Your 
riches in glory.  

We pray that all places where children are educated, whether it is in 
the home, church or school, they will be places of grace, mercy, safe-
ty and healing for every single child.  
We are grateful Father for men and women, who are called to edu-
cate our children. We thank you for the teachers, leaders and admin-
istrators for their continued courage, love, wisdom, perseverance, 
strength, commitment, and willingness to go beyond their call of du-
ty. 
Lord Jesus, keep shining on and through our teachers, administrators 
and leaders. Fill them with Your glory that they may teach their stu-
dents to live for Christ, so that their lives may shine brightly for You. 

Shine through us Jesus, set our hearts on fire this year to bring hon-
our and glory to Your name.  
Response: Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 

 

Prayer for Sunday School Leaders and Teachers  
                                                                                  Mr. Percy Sands 

 
Father, We your Sunday School Leaders and Teachers recommit to 
Your mission to direct Your children, youth, and young adults to be-
come fully devoted disciples of Christ which is very important to the 
curriculum of our church and Sunday schools. Teach us Lord through 
Your Holy Spirit to live for Christ so, that our students may see Jesus 
in us. 
Today, we give thanks to You Almighty God for Your many bless-
ings. 

our Sunday schools throughout this Bahamas Conference of the 
Methodist Church, and our Church schools, namely Queen’s College, 
St. Michael’s Pre-School, and Wesley College, Abaco. We celebrate 
the dedication of our administrators, leaders, and teachers of the 
Christian and general education of our children and the support and 
commitment of our parents to assist in facilitating their growth and 
development. May this Service be one that is edifying to the body but 
more importantly one that glorifies our God.  

Children’s Story                                                            Heath Pinder 

Offertory Hymn         “God Make My Life a Little Light”     #845 

Offertory Prayer:              Bella Dorsett 

Thank you for the gifts you have given to us through your Word and 
your guidance. Thank you for the resources that help us to deepen our 
faith. Thank you for the teachers and others who illuminate your mes-
sages for us. Bless our gifts to create new opportunities to explore 
where you are leading us. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lessons: 

Old Testament Reading : Psalm 36:5-10 NIV Ms. Cianna  

        McWilliam 

5 Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens,    Your faithfulness to the 
skies.6 Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, Your justice 
like the great deep. You, Lord, preserve both people and ani-
mals.7 How priceless is Your unfailing love, O God! People take ref-
uge in the shadow of Your wings.8 They feast on the abundance of 
Your house; You give them drink from Your river of delights. 
9 For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see 
light.10 Continue Your love to those who know You,  your righteous-
ness to the upright in heart. 
 
Reader: The Word of God    

Congregation: Thanks Be To God. 

Selection                                                         Dr. Linda Lightbourne 
                                                                                      Retired Teacher 
 



New Testament Reading   1 Corinthians 12:1-11  Ms. Janice Rolle 

12 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want 

you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans,  some-

how or other you were influenced and led astray to mute 

idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by 

the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is 

Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of gifts, 

but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of ser-

vice, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in 

all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the com-

mon good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wis-

dom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spir-

it, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 

that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophe-

cy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in 

different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 

distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

Reader: The Word of God    

Congregation: Thanks Be To God. 

Gospel Reading                  Matthew 28:16-20   Ms. Kimiko Knowles  
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Je-

sus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; 

but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey every-

thing I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 

Reader: This is the Gospel of Chr ist.      

Congregation: Praise be to you, O Chr ist. 

Piano Solo              Mr. Grayson Roberts  

 

Sermonette                                                          Ms. Andrea Gibson 

INTERCESSORY  PRAYERS:  

Prayers for Students                        Joshua Burrows (QC Student) 

Leader: Father , shine in and through me as I pause to celebrate 

this Methodist Church School and Education Sunday. May I recom-

mit myself to the mission this year to shine for You, so that others 

may see Jesus in me.  

Lord, I pray that You would go before me and stand behind me in 

these coming weeks. I pray that I would be strengthened by Your 

presence so that I would know that You are with me always. 

Thank you, Lord, for always being near me, for showering me with 

blessings even though I am so undeserving, and for providing for me 

in little and big ways which remind me of Your faithfulness. You 

have made a way for me to get this far, and I am so grateful Lord, 

Jesus.  

I pray that I will recommit to my Sunday School lessons and my 

schoolwork for the rest of this school year. Keep me faithful Lord, so 

that others may see the light that shines through me because of You. 

Lord Jesus, renew my spirit, when I start to falter. Surround me with 

encouraging family, friends and mentors this year so that I may finish 

strong.      Response: Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer.    

 

Prayer for Church School Leaders and Teachers  
                                                                              Ms. Marsha Cates 

Leader:  Gracious Father , we come to You today asking Your  

blessing upon our Church School leaders and Teachers, and Admin-

istrators. Thank you, Lord, that they have answered the call to be 

teachers and administrators to lead our teachers, students and 

schools, so that our children might learn in safe and nurturing envi-

ronments conducive to their spiritual, academic and personal success. 

We pray that our teachers, leaders and administrators will recommit 

themselves to the mission, that is for the students that You have en-

trusted to us, they may see Jesus in us this year.  


